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Social Activities of Qing Dynasty Shipwrecked Drifters in Japan
as Seen in Drifting Written Records
—Focusing on Faith, Medical Care, and Funerary Practices

Su Hao

(School of Literature, Journalism and Communication, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract; While scholarly research on the social activities of Chinese maritime merchants in Naga-
saki is relatively comprehensive, studies on those merchants who were shipwrecked and rescued in dif-
ferent parts of Japan remain limited. These individuals often had to stay at rescue sites for nearly half
a year, awaiting favorable winds to be transported to Nagasaki. Their activities differed significantly
from those in Nagasaki due to the strict rescue policies of the shogunate and the unfamiliar living envi-
ronment, particularly in the areas of faith, medical care, and funerary practices. This study examines
written conversation records related to the rescue of nine shipwrecked vessels during the Qianlong and
Jiaqing periods, offering insights into the living conditions and social experiences of mid-Qing drifters
at rescue locations. Furthermore, by analyzing how their requests related to faith, medical care, and
burial were addressed, it becomes clear that local Japanese authorities did not rigidly enforce the sho-
gunate’s regulations. Instead, they demonstrated flexibility, particularly prioritizing life-saving meas-
ures in medical and funerary matters. Overall, their approach reflects a nuanced balance between in-
stitutional rules and human compassion.

Key words: drifting; faith of maritime merchants; Sino-Japanese exchanges; medical care for ref-

ugees; funerary practices
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