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the Indian Muslims at the time. In 1937, the Indian National Congress tried to reconcile the
contradiction through a statement on the issue of the national anthem. During the Indian
Constituent Assembly, Jawaharlal Nehru proposed to replace Vande Mataram with Jana
Gana Mana, but his proposal was strongly opposed by Hindu nationalists. On January
24th, 1950, the Constituent Assembly proclaimed Jana Gana Mana the national anthem
in the form of a presidential statement, while announcing that Vande Mataram enjoys
equal status. After 1957, the Indian government reinterpreted the statement, which made
singing Jana Gana Mana, the national anthem, mandatory, while singing Vande Mataram,
the national song, voluntary. Since the 1980s and 1990s, this arrangement has been
increasingly challenged by Hindu nationalists. The controversy over the national anthem
highlights the dilemma in India’s nation-state building.

Key Words: National Anthem of India; Jana Gana Mana; Vande Mataram; Indian

Muslim, Nation-state Building

(8) On the Multi-religious Beliefs and Identities of Overseas Chinese in Kolkata
ZHANG Liming
Abstract: Although the population of overseas Chinese is small in Kolkata, India,
their influence and achievements may not be comparable to those of overseas Chinese
in other countries. However, for more than 200 years, the survival wisdom and life
experience of overseas Chinese in India all reflect China’s participation in the process
of globalization. As tellers and communicators of Chinese stories, they will be a unique
force on which China’s “Belt and Road” construction can rely, and will also play an
irreplaceable and important role. In addition to retaining their own folk beliefs, the
overseas Chinese living in Kolkata also believed in Buddhism, Christianity and Hinduism
at different times. The single and multi-views on identity in the theory of religious identity
can help us understand the complex identity phenomena of overseas Chinese. Although
Chinese scholars have long paid attention to the phenomenon of the transnational spread of
Chinese folk religions(in India) and the transnational spread of Christianity and Hinduism
(Chinese Christians or Chinese Hindus), the breadth and depth of its knowledge production
have been far from enough. South Asia is currently an important direction for us to
promote the construction of the “Belt and Road” initiative, and India is a key area in South
Asian studies. By analyzing the formation process of the identity of the overseas Chinese,
it’s positive and practical to formulate policies in the future that can promote the “Belt and
Road” initiative to take root in South Asia.
Key Words: Kolkata; Overseas Chinese; Religious Belief; Identity
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