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Between Immigrants and Religions: The Christian Villages in

Shaanxi Formed by Shandong Immigrants

ZHAO Xiaoyang

Abstract: Immigration is one of the way of religion spreading. Because
of the survival after a huge natural disaster, the Christians with their hometown
fathers immigrated from Qingzhou area of Shandong Province to Sanyuan

County of Shaanxi Province and formed a christian-dominated “Gospel
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Village”, and later these Shangdong Christian immigrants spread Christianity
to northern part of Shaanxi Provice. It was these immigrants from Shandong
Province that Christianity first entered the Guanzhong region of Shaanxi
Provice, and formed a special history of Chinese Christianity with Christians
before missionaries. With the Gospel Village as the center, Christianity founded
the earliest modern school and the western hospital in Sanyuan county , and
has survived to today as the more than 100 years history witness.Until today,
the Gospel Village, which is the only known example in the history of Chinese
Christianity, still exhibits a different immigration and religious character from
other villages in Guanzhong area.

Key Words: immigration, the spread of Christianity, Qingzhou area of

Shandong Province, Gospel Village of Sanyuan county
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