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Abstract

Research on Consular Protection in the Late Qing Dynasty and
Overseas Chinese Education in Southeast Asia

CHEN Yiping WANG Lan

Abstract: In the nineteenth century China then was forced to be involved in the system of western
international law contacting with the consular protection system and transformed from passive adaptation
to active practice. The initiative of the Qing Government to adopt consular protection to develop
education for overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia was a typical example. To enhance the Chinese cultural
identity of overseas Chinese improve the ecology of overseas Chinese education and continue the feudal
rule the consuls in Southeast Asia were committed to promoting the prosperity of overseas Chinese
education. Through these efforts consular protection has made outstanding contributions including
improving the education ecology and cultural self-confidence of overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia
enriching the connotation of the modern Chinese consular protection mechanism and laying foundations
for the development of China’ s consular protection system. However this action was also destined to
fail for its feudal backwardness. In the wave of the Revolution of 1911 overseas Chinese students
actively participated in the overthrow of the Qing’ s feudal regime and eventually buried China’ s feudal

despotism.

Key Words: the late qing dynasty; Southeast Asia; consular protection; education of overseas

Chinese; cultural identity



