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Guangdong. Chaoshan area hit particularly hard. The local authorities turned to the overseas Chinese who were leading the rice in-
dustry in Thailand. And the latter actively collected rice donations and shipped them to Chaoshan, where later all sectors of the so-
ciety worked together in relief distribution proceeding through cooperation and division of labour between both sides. However,
the operation mode of relief distribution and its efficiency both turned out to be running counter to the intention of the overseas Chi-
nese in Thailand. Therefore, they sent a “Supervisory Group on Relief” to Chaoshan to correct the deviations, but to no avail. The
difficulty in the interaction between overseas Chinese and the communities of their hometowns, as well as the limits to their power,
led to a restricted role of their charitable acts, which also exposed the limitations of charity work in overseas Chinese hometowns
imposed by the defects in the operation of the grassroots society at that time.

Key words: Chaoshan Area; Food shortage; Relief; Charity in Overseas Chinese Hometowns; Overseas Chinese in Thailand

Big Leaps in a Big Historical Perspective: Chinese Migrants in Peru--------c-oeoeeerereiiiiiiiii. Gao Weinong(64)

Abstract: As early as the era of the "Sailboat Trade", overseas Chinese living in Manila, the Philippines came to Peru via
Mexico through the Pacific route. After Peru's independence, groups of "contractual Chinese laborers" were transported to Peru to
engage in heavy manual labor. Most people remained in the local business or other industries after the expiration of their contract.
In 1874, the Qing government formally abolished the "contract of Chinese laborers" system through negotiations with Peru, and
since then, the overseas Chinese basically came to Peru as free laborers. However, at different historical stages, the number of over-
seas Chinese migrants has experienced a change from restriction to relaxation. After China's reform and opening-up, the arrival of
new immigrants has changed the demographic structure of overseas Chinese in Peru.

Key words: Peru; Ooverseas Chinese; Contractual Chinese Laborer; Free Immigration; New Migrants

Problems and Challenges Facing Chinese Language Education in Malaysia:An Example of Chinese Primary Schools and
National Type Chinese Secondary SCROOIS -+« -+« srretrrttmtiiiittii e Thock Ker Pong(76)

Abstract: The standard and quality of Chinese education in Malaysia has been recognized by scholars from various countries,
but Chinese education still encounters many problems and challenges in Malaysia.Other than the constrains posed by state educa-
tion policy,Chinese education in Malaysianeeds to face the challenges of globalization and hegemony of English education. This re-
search focuses on problems and challenges facing Chinese primary schools and national type Chinese secondary schools. Research
findings show that total population of pupils in Chinese primary schools dwindles ever year. Many primary schools become micro-
sized. Non-Chinese pupils increase ever year. Increase in the number of students transferring to other schools and the government's
deployment of additional "communicative Mandarin" teachers to Chinese primary schools. Whereas, National type Chinese second-
ary schools are facing acute shortage of principals. Chinese teachers dwindle drastically and efforts to maintain the characteristic of
Chinese school remain an arduous task.

Key words: Malaysian Chinese; Chinese Education; Chinese Primary Schools; National Type Chinese Secondary Schools
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