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Beyond Cliques: The Evolution of the Malaysian Chinese Society
in Bentong Malaysia
ZHENG Yu-lai ZHENG Yi-sheng

Abstract: Early Chinese immigrants to Southeast Asia often formed distinct cliques based on differences
in dialect and place of origin. In Bentong Pahang Malaysia the five major groups—Cantonese Guan—
gxi Hakka Hainan and Fujian—constituted a typical clan—based segmented society. Over time core
institutions represented by the Bentong Chinese Assembly Hall Guangfu Temple and Liangguang Ceme—
tery have gradually promoted the local Chinese community beyond the boundaries of cliques and towards
integration. This evolution process has been influenced by multiple internal and external factors. The evo-
lution of Chinese society in Bentong Malaysia from “separation of cliques” to “integration of cliques”
does not mean the simple disappearance of clique forms but rather the gradual adjustment of its social
functions and identity system with the development of the times. The case of Bentong provides a specific
references for understanding the evolution of Chinese society in Malaysia and even Southeast Asia.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese; Bentong; cliques; integration of cliques; evolution
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