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Integration and Coexistence: The “ Cross—regional ” Historical Practices

of Weisuo Immigration during the Ming Dynasty
CHEN Wenyuan

Abstract: To explore the evolution of the community of the Chinese nation historical migration serves
as an ideal point of entry. The migration during the early Ming Dynasty ( known as the Great Hongwu
Migration) was the largest migratory movement in ancient China with Weisuo ( garrison) migrants as its
backbone and Han Chinese as the overwhelming majority. The fundamental mode of integration for Weisuo
migrants involved organizing vast populations into military units based on Wei ( guards) and Suo ( posts) .
Moving from the interior to the coasts and from the heartland to the frontiers they gradually constructed a
network of cohesion and connection. This process manifested a practical evolution from garrisoning to
embedding from confrontation to cooperation and ultimately from cohesion to integration. Over time the
Weisuo migrants hailing from “all corners of the country” flourished in their respective garrisons. This
extensive and profound cross-regional movement sparked a unique blend of cultural diversity and
commonality ushering in a new era of interaction exchange and integration among the Chinese ethnic
groups. Through mutual transformation and integration these migrants and the diverse local ethnicities
became inextricably intertwined — a state of “you in me and I in you”. Corresponding to the practical
characteristics of shifting from the interior to the frontiers from the regional to the holistic and from
migrants to indigenes this process has significantly advanced the development and consolidation of the
community for the Chinese nation bolstering the Chinese nation into an indivisible and solid unified entity.

Key Words: Ming dynasty; weisuo( garrisons) immigratiori ‘cross—regional”; interaction exchange

and integration among ethnic groups; community for the Chinese nation
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