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The “House” Imagery and Nostalgic Imagination
in Overseas Chinese Picture Books

HUANG Xiao-min
( Liming Vocational University Quanzhou 362000 China)

Abstract: Under specific historical contexts the “house” imagery depicted in overseas
Chinese picture books transcends its material function as a mere container embodying profound
humanistic values. Through the imagination and portrayal of the “house” these picture books
not only reflect the creators’ perceptions and emotional projections of the Chinese image but
also reveal their processes of experiencing and identifying with domestic spaces. Drawing from
Gaston Bachelard’ s The Poetics of Space which constructs a poetics of dwelling from
phenomenological and symbolic perspectives through images such as the house drawers and
corners this study explores the humanistic value of space. Utilizing Bachelard’ s theoretical
framework this paper aims to analyze the visual and textual representations of the “house”
imagery in overseas Chinese picture books interpret the cultural and emotional connotations
embedded within and further examine the imaginative functions and memory-sustaining value
of domestic spaces in the relationship between text and image. In doing so it seeks to reveal
the unique perceptions of home and nostalgic experiences of the overseas Chinese community.

Key words: nostalgia narrative; overseas Chinese picture books; house imagery; The Poetics
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