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Overseas Chinese and the Opening-up of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area:
Logical Path and Policy Significance

CHEN Yiping CAO Jinzhou

Abstract: Against the backdrop of mounting headwinds to economic globalization and rising
geopolitical uncertainty how to sustain high-standard opening-up amid a complex external environment
has become a salient practical issue in China s modernization. The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area ( GBA) constitutes a key gateway for China’s opening-up and performs a critical
function in “dual circulation” development pattern. Additionally overseas Chinese by virtue of their
transnational identities play an irreplaceable bridging and intermediary role in connecting the GBA with
the world. However existing studies on the GBA have largely approached the topic from perspectives
such as regional economics spatial structure or institutional coordination while systematic analyses of
how overseas Chinese participate in and shape the GBA ‘s opening-up remain relatively limited. The
underlying mechanisms and internal logic thus warrant further investigation.

Grounded in the migration-development nexus and transnationalism theory this paper employs
policy text analysis and case studies to examine the practices through which overseas Chinese engage in
the GBA s opening-up. Drawing on fieldwork conducted in multiple GBA cities in recent years this
paper systematically analyzes overseas Chinese participation across the economy science and technology
innovation and cultural exchange dimensions. The findings indicate that overseas Chinese leveraging
their transnational economic capital professional expertise and cultural identities are embedded in the
GBA§ opening-up agenda and function as bridges and platform nodes across multiple domains. In the
economic dimension overseas Chinese investment and global Chinese business networks have optimized
the structure of the GBA S opening-up pattern and fostered innovation in business management modes. In
the innovation dimension high-skilled overseas Chinese professionals promote the agglomeration of
frontier technologies and managerial know-how in the GBA through return entrepreneurship and the
construction of diaspora knowledge networks. In the cultural dimension overseas Chinese advance the
international dissemination of Lingnan culture and facilitate mutual cultural exchange between China and
other countries thereby enhancing the GBA§ international cultural influence.

This paper extends prior research in two main respects. First by examining overseas Chinese-GBA
interactions from an opening-up perspective it helps to address the relative neglect of overseas Chinese in
earlier GBA studies. Second through a multi-dimensional mechanism analysis it elucidates the
functional roles and institutional significance of overseas Chinese in China ‘s pursuit of high-standard
opening-up thereby enriching the understanding of interactions between overseas Chinese and regional
opening-up.

This paper contributes to a deeper understanding of the interaction between international migration
and homeland development and offers policy—relevant insights for improving overseas Chinese—related
governance in the GBA and for guiding overseas Chinese toward higher—quality participation in Chinese
modernization.

Key Words: overseas Chinese; Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area; logical path; policy
significance



