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The Migrants, Humanities and Architecture: A Comparative Study on the Ancient
Villages in Huizhou and Zhaoqing

Zhong Yufa, Niu Dongmei
(School of Tourism, Zhaoqing University, Zhaoqing526061,China; Department of Capital Construction,
Zhongkai University of Agriculture and Engineering, Guangzhou510225, China)

Abstract: Huizhou and Zhaoqing are the birthplaces of Huizhou culture and Lingnan culture respec-
tively. The construction of the ancient villages in both places was closely related to the migrants including
the aristocratic family in Zhongyuan area and reached its peak during the Ming and Qing Dynasties. The
ancient villages in Huizhou and Zhaoqing were profoundly influenced by remarkable humane factors such
as the traditional geomantic omen and the idea of patriarchal clan system, etc. The walls facing the sky
with the shape of a horse’s head and the unbroken fire—walls with the shape of pot—ears artistically showed
the ingenious characteristics of the ancient villages in both places, and left us precious historical and cul-
tural heritage. But compared with the former, the ancient villages in Zhaoqing area were less developed,
the formation of the ancient villages was later and its cultural orthodoxy was fainter.

Key words: ancient village; migrant; humane factor; the art of architecture



