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@ R (European Roma Rights Centre and Others) v. Immigration Officer at Prague Airport, EW-
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Performance of non-refoulment principle: Refugee policies of different countries and
their legitimacy
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Abstract: The influx of refugees may put pressure on the security and economy of the receiv-
ing countries, resulting in a dilemma between national interests of the receiving countries and
the implementation of the principle of non—refoulement. At present, there are three policies to
restrict and control the entry of refugees, namely, extraterritorial repatriation, international
zone and application of safe third—country concept. While some countries consider these
approaches not contradictory to the non—refoulement principle, it causes great controversy in
the international community. Following the pluralistic trend in pursuing fundamental values
of international law, this paper argues for the need to consider various values such as national
interests and human rights protection in accordance with the principle of balance of legal
interests . As for extraterritorial repatriation and international zone, a rigorous qualification
review should be conducted to distinguish between refugees and other migrants. For safe third
country concept, the implementation status of the third country should be strictly assessed so
as to avoid refugees to be refouled the second time as a result of violation of non—refoulement
principle by that third country.
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