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relationship together with the embedded agency’ s defensive or proactive tendency
organizational actors cultivate four ideal-typical sets of responses: avoidance
distinction  bricolage and change. Going forward this perspective still awaits
extension in terms of connecting empirical stories with mechanism analysis.
Furthermore the complexity dimensions of Chinese organizational and societal
institutions are deeply distinctive providing quite challenging opportunities for
research on institution and agency.
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Abstract: As China accelerates its globalization process integration theories
developed in traditional immigrant—receiving countries urgently need to be tested and
adapted within the Chinese context. Drawing on international migrant survey data

this study finds that China is in a “migration transition period” characterized by the
dual features of both an emerging immigrant—receiving country and a traditional
emigrant-sending country migrants’ economic integration exhibits specific patterns.
First migrants are differentiated by their varying degrees of dual embeddedness and
channeled into segmented labor markets resulting in group-specific economic returns
to cultural integration. Second transnational general capital produces substitution
effects that offset the economic value of cultural integration and structural integration
for certain migrant groups. Third cultural integration is an active choice driven by
expected returns whereas structural integration is constrained by the receiving
country’ s institutional mechanisms of acceptance benefiting more those with limited
local resource. By extending the theory of selective integration this study provides a
theoretical foundation for migrant governance practices in China.

Keywords: international migrants; migration transition; selective integration;

localization
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