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Historical evolution of minority and immigrant language policy in
America

Wang Shuang- li
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Abstract: At present, with probably more than 270 nationalities, the USA is using 200 kinds of languages. In the American
history, the government has adopted different language policies to national minority and immigrants in the different historical periods
Before the Civil War, it adopted the policy of not interrupting the languages other than English. In the racial segregation Period, it
adopted the “English Only” Policy. After the civil rights movement, it adopted the policy of legitimate coesistence of English and
other minority languages.
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