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A Study on Hakka Migration to Taiwan from Dabu County
in Eastern Guangdong and Cross-Strait Social and
Cultural Interaction in the Qing Dynasty

Xiao Wenping Wang Zhuojin

Abstract: In the early Qing period after Taiwan was incorporated into the territory of the Qing dynasty
Hakka from Dabu County in eastern Guangdong immigrated to Taiwan in search of development
opportunities. They spread all over the north middle and south areas of Taiwan and Taichong was the
most concentrated. They gave full play to their advantages in making a living in their hometown mainly
engaged in occupations such as reclamation trading and teaching making important contributions to
Taiwan’ s economic social and cultural development. After gaining a foothold in Taiwan the Hakka
people from Dabu County built Hakka walled villages and ancestral temples according to their native
forms. At the same time they actively participated in the social construction of their native hometown
maintained close ties with them and promoted cross-strait social and cultural exchanges and
development. The Dabu people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait share the same root and origin the
same culture and race and they are really one whole.

Key Words: Dabu County in Eastern Guangdong Qing’ s Taiwan Hakka migrants cross-strait

interaction
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