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From “Otherness” to “Selfness” : Reconstructing Theoretical Frameworks and
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Abstract: The paper gives a critical examination of Western scholarship on the history of ethnic Chinese
in Southeast Asia. For long their works have been predominant, centering around a narrative about the
expansion of Western powers and the development of the colonial economy. The authors argue that such
a Eurocentric approach has simplified the sophisticated process of ethnic Chinese participation in the
economic development of Southeast Asia, and thus has undermined the subjectivity of the Chinese role

as a historical agency taking part in the progress of this region. They urge reconstructing analytical

[ Kim B H ] 2025-06-09; [ f&[E HEA ] 2026-01-22

[1EERA ] okdksls (1966—), B, thEFEESRlERE RFHZ . AR, pEESREREREFSS A
FEREGT I R S E AT . AR R, BT R atE . AR BRI (1997—), L, INARTE
A, HERE SRR KA A, EEE AR S AR .

[EETH | AXREFASRFIER T 14 AT LI 1R RIS AF RS SORBIIE | SIS
22 BN IERERR AT (HEMES . 23VIXG021) Z B Berh iR .

HEM  hitps://www.cnki.net



frameworks to study ethnic Chinese in Southeast Asia by abandoning the hegemony of Western—centrism
and formulating an innovative discourse based on investigations of Chinese historical material with the

perspective that ethnic Chinese are as one indigenous people of Southeast Asia.
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