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Attempts by Chinese Students Studying in the United States to Reshape the Image of
Overseas Chinese in the Late Qing Dynasty and
Early Republic of China

Ye Qing and Hu Zhenyu

Abstract: At the beginning of the 20th century, under the background of the rising tide of American exclusion, Chinese
students studying in the United States were classified as one of the “exempt classes”,but with the same nationality as
the overseas Chinese, it was still difficult for them to escape American social exclusion. Discriminated repeatedly in
entry examination,daily life and campus activities, they gradually realized that their fate was deeply connected with the
fate of overseas Chinese in the United States,and then took the initiative to improve the image of overseas Chinese.
Faced with the anti-Chinese prejudice in American society, students studying in the United States refuted fallacies by
speaking and writing in English, or going deep into Chinatown to investigate and help rectify the community, or
devoting themselves to overseas Chinese education, paying attention to the cultivation of young children,and enhancing
the image of overseas Chinese through organizational training and public activities. These efforts not only responded to
the discrimination of American society, but also showed the responsibility and awakening of national consciousness of
elite intellectuals studying in the United States during the modern social transformation period, which not only
improved the living situation and image of overseas Chinese to some extent, but also deepened their national identity in
the foreign exclusion.

Keywords: Late Qing Dynasty and Early Republic of China; Chinese Exclusion Movement; Students Studying in the
United States; Overseas Chinese in the United States
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