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Historical Inspection to the Movement Against Forced Education by the

Overseas Chinese in Thailand in 1933

Liu Chunyu, Liu Weiyi
(College of Foreign Languages, Chengdu University, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610106)

Abstract: The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries witnessed the awakening of national consciousness both
in China and Thailand, and education became an important means of shaping the ethnic identity of the overseas Chinese
in Thailand. As the core element of ethnic identity, language turned out to be the focus of the struggle between China and
Thailand on the overseas Chinese education. The Thai government promoted Thai language education in Chinese schools,
intending to forge the Chinese identity in the dominant Thai ethnic group through language, which triggered a massive
opposition movement in the Chinese community. The national government in China, on the other hand, promoted Mandarin
education, aiming to build a unified Chinese community that identified with the Chinese nation through the popularization
of Mandarin. This paper takes the 1933 Thai Chinese movement against forced education as a perspective to analyze how
the Chinese and Thai countries shaped the ethnic consciousness of the overseas Chinese through language education.

Keywords: ethnic identity ; national consciousness ; national language movement ; Thai language education
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