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Enhancing international cooperation in combatting migrant smuggling:

insights from the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants

ZHANG Hao
(School of Law, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract: The UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, which supple-
menting the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, serves as a vital
instrument for criminal justice cooperation internationally in tackling migrant smuggling. This Pro-
tocol establishes uniform standards for criminalizing migrant smuggling and guides States parties
and international organizations in preventive and law enforcement measures, particularly against
sea smuggling, while also safeguarding the rights of smuggled migrants. Additionally, the Protocol’
s review mechanism evaluates compliance by States parties through a cooperative, inclusive, and
non—confrontational approach, aiming to enhance the implementation of the Protocol effectively.
Understanding these provisions is crucial for China, which is not a party to the Protocol, as it in-
forms potential ratification and strengthens engagement with international norms on combating mi-

grant smuggling.

Keywords: smuggling of migrants; the rights of migrants; UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Mi-

grants
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