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research activities, foreign affairs activities and even youth training programs
in an attempt to contribute to the national reconstruction, the peace process
and the foreign policy of Afghanistan. During the two decades, these small
yet specialized think tanks have continued to play an important role in their
respective professional fields, forming a strong analytical network that provided
robust support for government strategic decisions and policy-making. They
also played a positive role in bridging social divides and connecting the central
government with grassroots society. In 2021, the Taliban returned to power in
Afghanistan and dramatically changed the situation. The introduction of various
restrictive measures greatly altered the operating environment for think tanks.
Faced with a severely fragmented domestic society, precarious human rights
conditions, and the ongoing high-pressure rule of the Taliban, these think tanks
must address two key challenges: maintaining their positions under the Taliban’s
hardline stance and continuing to advance their normal operations and research
work. In the past three years, Afghan think tanks have become experienced
significant divergence: some have relocated abroad, some remain steadfast in
Afghanistan, and some have ceased operations. In summary, the development
of think tanks in Afghanistan not only reflects the changes in Afghan society but
also highlights the importance and influence of third-party forces, represented
by think tanks, in contemporary national governance and diplomacy.

Keywords: Taliban, Afghanistan Peace Process, Afghanistan Think Tank,
Afghanistan Women’s Think Tank, Afghanistan Diplomatuc Think Tank

(4) The “Stranger-King” Theory and Chinese Political Leaders in
Southeast Asia from the 17th to 19th Centuries

YU Huan-huan & LU Zhen-gang

Abstract: From the 17th to the 19th centuries, the region of Southeast

Asia attracted a large number of immigrants, among whom Chinese immigrant

groups were particularly significant. During this period, leaders of Chinese

immigrant groups such as Zheng Xin, Mo Jiu, and Luo Fangbo successively
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became foreign rulers of Siam, the Mekong Delta, and Borneo. As “men of
prowess”, these Chinese political leaders leveraged their exceptional economic
and military talents and intermarried with local people to successfully attract
followers from diverse groups. Their rule in these areas exemplified a unique
“stranger-king” model. In this model, foreign rulers did not simply rely on
the support of local people to establish their authority. Instead, they first built
a support base centered around followers of their own ethnic group, and then
gradually won the support of local residents, and ultimately established their
rule in a foreign land. This “stranger-king” governance model highlighted the
importance of ethnic power. Furthermore, the emergence of Chinese political
leaders in Southeast Asia at the time was not an isolated phenomenon. The
region also saw the rise of “stranger-kings” among white and Arab populations.
The roots of this phenomenon lay in local social and cultural structures of
Southeast Asia, commercial cosmopolitanism, and the mandala political rules.
These “stranger-king” political leaders adhered to local social and cultural
norms and acted according to the interaction rules of the Mandala, becoming
part of the interwoven local mandala system.

Keywords: Chinese Political Leaders, Men of Prowess, Stranger-King,

Mandala System

(5) Progress and Prospects of U.S.-Nepal Relations under the Indo-Pacific
Perspective
GUO Bing-yun & QIN Hong

Abstract: To curb China’s influence extending from the Asia-Pacific
region to South Asia, the United States (U.S.) has upgraded its “Asia-Pacific
Rebalance Strategy” to the “Indo-Pacific Strategy” and significantly elevated
the status of South Asian countries in U.S. foreign strategy. Nepal, included by
the U.S. in the “Indo-Pacific Strategy”, is considered to be a key country in the
Indo-Pacific region. With strong pressure from America and active cooperation

from Nepal, U.S.-Nepal relations have significantly strengthened and rapidly
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