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Abstract The article explores the profound influence of social media on the construction of
transnational networks and the formation of a sense of belonging of Chinese immigrants through in—
depth interviews. It holds that digital interaction has been integrated into the transnational family
practice of Chinese immigrants and has become an important medium and field for reshaping the
transnational family practice of immigrants. As an important platform for information
dissemination and interpersonal interaction social media has played a significant role in the
acquisition and maintenance of social capital for immigrants. It also shifts the personal social
interaction of immigrants from the traditional “strong connection” to the “weak connection”
based on virtual networks. Furthermore social media has facilitated the remote adaptation of
Chinese immigrants enabling them to have a new understanding of a sense of belonging. The
article finally points out that social media also brings about challenges such as false information
and may exacerbate the cultural island effect and hinders their social integration which calls
immigrants to make more profound adaptations.
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