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studies, and then selected outstanding talents from this school to study in Xizang, ensuring that the students
could substantially improve their language skills in the Tibetan cultural and linguistic environment. Focusing
on this issue, the article further examines the measures taken by the Qing government to send students to
Xizang for learning Tibetan language and characters, as well as the institutionalization process of cultivating
official translation talents, based on previous studies and using Mongolian archives kept in the Archives of
the Xizang Autonomous Region, relevant Manchu archives and documents. The article holds that the Qing
Dynasty began to take measures to send student children to Xizang for study as early as the third year of the
Shunzhi period (1646), but the system was finally institutionalized in the 35th year of the Qianlong period
(1770). The Qing Dynasty utilized Mongolian-Tibetan cultural exchanges and adopted Mongolian-Tibetan
translation as a specific means of governance in Xizang, and specially cultivated translation talents through
official institutions to ensure the effective implementation of central policies and measures. Therefore, the
official dispatch of student children to Xizang for study played a positive role to a certain extent in the Qing
Dynasty’s governance of Xizang.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty; School specializing in Tibetan studies; Translation talents; Officially
dispatched student children

Immigration, Intermarriage and the Process of Han-Tibetan Integration in Batang during the
Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China
LIU Huan
Abstract: Based on the existing Chinese and English historical materials, this paper takes Han-Tibetan
intermarriage as an investigation dimension, and reconstructs the interactive process of Han-Tibetan relations
in Batang during the Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China from the perspective of Han immigration
history, that is, from the inter-ethnic separation in the early Qing Dynasty to the deep integration in the
middle and late Republic of China, which is mainly reflected in the increasingly common number of Han-
Tibetan intermarriages in Batang during this period. Especially during the period of the Republic of China,
the local Han-Tibetan culture borrowed, infiltrated and merged with each other extensively, and the people
who had been lived in Batang for a long time also had the characteristics of Han-Tibetan composite culture,
among which the most typical one was that they were familiar with Chinese and Tibetan languages. Under
the historical background of the separation between Han and Tibetan ethnic groups during the Republic
of China period, the increased exchanges and realized integration between the Han and Tibetan peoples
in Batang not only consolidated the “ruling power” and “national defense” of the central government in
the Tibetan border areas, but also enabled the Batang youth, who possessed both Han and Tibetan cultural
characteristics, to become one of the strong ties connecting Han-Tibetan relations during the period of the
Nanjing National Government—and even after 1949—and continuously promoted the communication and
exchange between Han and Tibetan ethnic groups.
Keywords: Batang; Han immigrants; Han-Tibetan intermarriage; Cultural integration; Han-Tibetan

connection
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