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The Rise and Modern Transformation of the Northeast Immi-
grant Club House in the Qing Dynasty

FAN Lijun
(School of History and Culture, Jilin Normal University, Siping, Jilin 136000, China )

[Abstract] After the mid Qing Dynasty, under the tide of immigration to the Northeast from the Shan-
hai Pass, and driven by the traditional local complex and the common interests of fellow villagers, the north-
east immigrant club houses rose one after another. The immigration club houses are mostly concentrated in
political and economic centers and commercial ports with relatively developed commerce, showing the char-
acteristics of “large dispersion and small concentration”. After modern times, under the influence of war,
foreign aggression, immigrant mentality and other factors, immigration club houses gradually declined, and
some were abandoned or used for other purposes. Since the Republic of China, some guilds began to adjust
their management models and functions to meet the needs of the times, while some immigration club houses
directly transformed into fellowmen associations, completing the modern transformation. The immigration
club house has a profound influence on stabilizing the social order in Northeast China, promoting economic
development and disseminating regional culture.

[Key words] Qing Dynasty; Northeast China; the immigrant club house; fellowmen association; trans-
formation
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