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Preliminary Development and Effectiveness of Japanese Immigrant Education in Dalian During the Early Japanese Occupation
(1907-1920)

Zhao Qingzhe

Abstract After Japan won the Russo-Japanese War and occupied Dalian, it quickly established an education system aimed at serving
colonial rule. In the early period of Japanese occupation, the main forces driving colonial education were the Kwantung
Government-General and some Japanese-funded enterprises. In terms of resource allocation, the colonial authorities clearly
prioritized primary education and vocational education, while investment in other forms of education, such as kindergartens and
public schools, was limited. At the primary education level, the colonial authorities adopted a strategy of expanding enrollment
while strictly controlling advancement rates. In vocational education, they attracted Japanese immigrants by lowering admission
requirements and broadening employment opportunities. The colonizers attempted to exert ideological control over Japanese
immigrants by constructing a curriculum system centered on natural sciences and supplementing it with job-related benefits for
graduates. However, due to unequal distribution of interests within the colonial system and the shortsighted tendencies revealed in
policy implementation, not only conflicts arose within the colonial groups, but also ongoing resistance from Chinese patriotic
intellectuals was provoked. These factors together ultimately prevented the Japanese colonial authorities' educational policies from
achieving their intended colonial governing effect.
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