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Abstract: Using The Chinese Times published by the Chee Kung Tong and other first—hand materials,
this paper with a focus on Canada investigates how overseas Chinese associations were transformed
amid the national salvation of China. After the September 18 Incident, the spirit of Chinese patriotism
placed new demands on overseas Chinese community organizations with regards to their organizational
goals, networks, and capabilities of mobilization. Against this background, Chinese National Salvation
associations appeared in major Canadian cities on the west coast and quickly spread to more than 40
towns in the inland and eastern regions. Prior to the July 7 Incident, all of these associations underwent
a process from emergence and expansion, to competition and cooperation, and to eventual integration.
Their development gradually reshaped the Chinese associations in Canada, which increasingly expanded
their public—oriented functions and strengthened inter— association ties as well as networks among regional

associations, leading to their institutionalized operations.
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