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The Impact of Chinese Protectorate during the Gold Rush in Australia
Yang Chanyi
(Jiangsu University of Science and Technology, Institute for the History of Science and
Technology,Zhenjiang Jiangsu 212003)

Abstract: In the middle and late 19th century,the gold rush,which originated in the Victorian
colony of Australia, attracted a large number of Chinese.Faced with increasingly complex ethnic
relations and mining order issues, the colonial government established a "Chinese Protection Area"
with the intention of coordinating social conflicts, regulating behavioral order, and ensuring
colonial fiscal revenue through spatial delineation and administrative intervention. This policy
attempts to construct a practical framework that balances the efficiency of ethnic public service and
colonial governance. However, in the implementation process, it is limited by cultural barriers,
governance capabilities, and policy acceptance, gradually deviating from its original intention and
failing to effectively achieve its institutional functions. The protected area system has become an
important gateway for observing colonial governance models, understanding the limitations of
institutional construction, and revealing the situation of Chinese immigrants.This historical
experience not only reflects the institutional difficulties faced by colonies in dealing with ethnic
diversity, but also provides valuable historical insights for reflecting on governance strategies in a
diverse society.

Key Words: Gold Rush; Victoria; Chinese Immigration; Chinese Protectorate
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