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The Worship of Guandi among Overseas Chinese Organizations and Societies:
Focusing on the Singapore-Malaysia Region

Li Yanyi

Abstract: In addition to temples and shrines, the places where geographically and kinship-based overseas Chinese organizations and societies hold
activities also serve as significant locales for worshiping Guandi among overseas Chinese. These locations provide another window for observing the
development of Guandi’s worship abroad. Through an investigation focused on the Singapore-Malaysia region, we find that these organizations and
societies were established before the temples of Guandi. Moreover, because they have often operated in the form of “association-temple integration”
and with limited access, Guandi is generally regarded as a “common belief and bond” among their members. He is imbued with roles such as the
“god for immigrants”, “ancestral god” and “god for societies”, which play a positive role in maintaining organizational operations, enhancing member
solidarity, and improving members’ living environments. At the same time, despite variations in his godhead, the underlying motivation for these three
types of Chinese organizations to worship Guandi is essentially the same: the spirit of “loyalty and righteousness” associated with Guandi.

Keywords: Guandi Belief, Chinese Organizations, Chinese Societies, Singapore-Malaysia Region
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