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Modern Immigrant Guildhalls in Northeast China and Their Social Integration

Fan Lijun

Abstract;: The immigrant guildhalls in Northeast China, with their unique form distinct from those in the interior,
became important vehicles for promoting social integration in modern northeastern frontier region. Breaking through
the traditional prefecture and county boundaries that characterized interior guildhalls, they developed a pattern of cross-

‘

provincial united guildhalls organized at the provincial level, featuring “cooperation across distant provinces while
maintaining independence between neighboring ones”, and demonstrating greater geographical inclusiveness. The
internal management system of these guildhalls was characterized by clear hierarchy and well-defined rights and
responsibilities, marking a transformation from loose fellow townsmen associations to institutionalized self-governing
organizations. Diversified funding channels, including merchant donations, membership fees, and industrial property
rents, provided them with solid financial support. Their multiple functions—encompassing sacrificial identification,
theatrical spaces, public welfare, and mutual assistance—effectively transcended single geographical boundaries,
promoting both internal cohesion among immigrant communities and their deep integration with northeastern society.
Through their cross-provincial united guildhall organizational form, survival-oriented value orientation, open social
structure, and integrated cultural ecology, the immigrant guildhalls in Northeast China profoundly shaped the

construction path and regional cultural core of modern northeastern immigrant society.

Keywords: Modern Northeast China; Immigrant Guildhalls; Lvji Sanjiang Guildhall; Harbin Sanjiang Minyue Guildhall
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