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From “Job-housing Space” to “Social Space” :
The Adaptation Strategies of New Chinese Immigrants in Japan
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Abstract: This paper is based on sources from print materials and field research and follows a sociological
approach. It uncovers how new Chinese immigrants in Japan create the bonds and accumulate social
capital (networks). It indicates that new Chinese immigrants have built network—style “social spaces” for
ethnic communities to replace the enclave-style “job—housing space” of the early Chinese immigrants.
This paper also examines how new Chinese immigrants adjust themselves to the new environment to meet

their needs even if when Sino—Japanese relations become unstable.
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