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A Sociological Analysis of the Size and the Characteristics
of the Chinese New Imm igrants in Europe

SONG Quan-cheng
(The Deparment of Socblogy School of Philosophy and Social D eve bpment
Shandong University Jnan 250100 P. R China
The Institute of M igration Stud ies of Shandong U niversity Jinan 250100 P. R. China)

Abstract Chinese New Inm grants refer to any Chinese either of Chese citizenshp or the citizenship of the
host country who em igrated overseas fun mamnland Ching Tawan Hong Kong and M acau after 1978 and has
stayed abroad formore than one year Overseas Chnese in Europe inchding mm grant students and illegal m-
m igrants totals between 2. 6 and 3. 2m illion people The Chinese New Inm grants in Europe have the folbw ings
characterstics Firsp there are various categories of imm grants and nvesiment mm grants feature distinctly &
mong them. Second the conmunities 0ofChnese N ew Inm igrants have developed rapidly Third the elite repre
sent a giow ng percent of Chinese New Inm grants and the degree of social integratbn nto the host society has ir
creased Fourth Chinese New Imm igrants have greater aw areness of pub licity and political participatbn and the
political status of overseas Chinese has mproved substantially In tems of the number of Chinese Newv Iim
grants Kurope has w imessed their fastest grow th rate  In tem s of regonal distrbution new mm grants fim Chr
nanow can be found throughout Europe In tem sofsocial statns Chinese New Inm grants n Europe features rek
atively poorer educatbn background and their social status ramamns to be mproved

Key words Chinese New Inm grants Europe size new characteristics social integration
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