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Abstract: This paper discusses the importance of oral history in overseas Chinese studies. In Britain,
researchers have been recording oral history of the Chinese community since the 1970s, and have produced
volumes of high—quality works. In recent years, oral history recording Chinese in the country has delineated
new developments as seen in a wider range of perspectives, methodologies and subjects, which in turn have
essentially elevated the field, which has gained increasing attention and recognition amongst academic
researchers and others. The British experience may offer a valuable reference to study other overseas

Chinese communities.
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