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imbalance of the power between left-and right-wing social
movements since the 1970s. Such power imbalance may be
difficult to reverse in the foreseeable future.

and the Role of Interest Groups
Tang Huiyun

Illegal immigration began in the United States after World
War Il and has remained a hot issue since the late 1970s.
Congress has enacted a series of laws on controlling illegal
immigration. Interest groups lobby Congress through a va-
riety of ways and paths and have made a significant impact
on relevant legislation. The involvement of interest groups
has increased their political participation and has provided
important information for Congressional decision-making.
At the same time, however, the disparities among interest
groups have seriously impeded Congressional legislative
process, reduced the efficiency of legislation and weakened
Congressional legislative power. As a result, it makes Con-
gress less likely to enact effective laws on governing illegal
immigration in time,
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