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Zhou Enlai’ s Early Explorations and Practices about
the Overseas Chinese United Front around the Founding of CCP
REN Guixiang
(College of Marxism,South China Normal University , Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract ; Around the founding time of the Party ,Zhou Enlai carried out a series of explorations and practices about the U-
nited Front work of Overseas Chinese. Since the beginning of 1918, while studying in Japan,Zhou Enlai maintained frequent
contacts with Wang Xitian, who was the leader of Overseas Chinese in Japan. Zhou and Wang jointly carried out a number of
patriotic activities , through which Zhou started his works on the Overseas Chinese United Front. At the end of 1920, Zhou Enlai
arrived in Europe for Work — study, he established broad and extensive contacts with tens of thousands of Chinese workers who
served as coolies during the First World War I in Europe. By uniting these Chinese workers , he organized and launched a series
of anti — imperialist, anti — feudal patriotic struggles. He trained and introduced some a large amount of active and progressive
Chinese workers,such as Yuan Zizhen,to participate into the Party and the Youth Organization of Chinese Communist Party
(CCP). Through these works and activities, Zhou furtherly explored the practices about the United Front of Overseas Chinese.
In the autumn of 1924 ,Zhou Enlai returned to China. He took a leading position in the Guangdong District Committee of CCP,
and served as the Director of Political Department of the Huangpu [ Whampoa | Military Academy. He was worked sincerely to-
gether with Liao Zhongkai,who was one of the returned Overseas Chinese and standing on the the left — wing of Kuomintang
Party. In this period of his works,Zhou created one outstanding example of United Front work for uniting the returned Overseas
Chinese. To sum up, it shows that Zhou Enlai is the earliest explorer and practitioner of CCP’ s United Front for Overseas Chi-
nese. His early explorations and practices constituted an important part of the early United Front work of CCP. Of course,under
the background and historical conditions at that time ,Zhou’ s early explorations and practices are preliminary which need to be
developed and improved.
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