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Abstract: Based on in—depth interviews and case studies, this paper discusses the dynamics and driving
forces of identity formation amongst the 1.5—generation Chinese migrants in Spain. The findings reveal
that four factors play key roles in the formation of their identity. First of all, marginalization in the school
environment and social alienation often weaken their sense of belonging to the mainstream society.
Secondly, festive rituals embedded in Chinese family life reinforce their emotional attachment to Chinese
cultural heritage. Thirdly, China’s rapid economic developments bring them closer to the homeland. Lastly,
Chinese social media has constructed an inclusive social space enabling them to retain Chinese identity.
The research suggests that 1.5—generation migrants’ identity construction may not occur as a linear return
to their ethnicity. Rather, it is an ongoing process of identity negotiation and evolution under various

circumstances, differing from the traditional path of migrants shifting their identity due to generational

gaps.
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