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Study on the Exclusion Clause of the Refugee Convention
Application to Terrorist ACTS
Xing Aifen

Abstract: The Article 1 Clause 6 of 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees ( UNHCR)
stipulates when there are significant reasons to believe that asylum seekers guilty of the crimes set
out in this clause UNHCR and states parties to the convention do not assume obligations under
the refugee convention for their protection. The language used in the exclusions is not precise
there is no authoritative body of interpretation and state practice is inconsistent. There are three
problems in the application of the three exclusions: standard basis and practice. After the Sep—
tember 11 terrorist attacks the anti — terrorism measures of various countries have had a signifi—
cant impact on the interpretation and application of the exclusions making it easier for the exclu—
sions to be over — applied. When the parties to the refugee convention apply the exclusions of the
convention to ACTS of terrorism in relevant domestic legislation they should pay attention to the
preciseness and moderation of the wording. China should balance well national security needs
with international obligations in applying exclusions precisely in the future formulation of immigra—
tion and refugee laws and in the work of refugee screening on its own.
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