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3 Decipherment and Prospects of the Trump Administration’ s National

Security Strategy
Editor’ s Note: On December 4 2025 the Trump administration released a new ver—
sion of the National Security Strategy Report ( hereinafter referred to as the “Re-
port”)  which introduced significant adjustments to U. S. foreign policy and global
strategic priorities. The Report reflects a strategic retrenchment a “Western Hemi—
sphere first” approach and a contradictory stance toward China. In response the do-
mestic academic community has quickly engaged in discussions. The debates primarily
focus on whether the Report truly signals a strategic retrenchment by the United States.
Does the emphasis on “America First” and the creation of a “Western Hemisphere for—
tress” indicate a departure from its strategy of maintaining global hegemony and engag—
ing in great power competition? Is there bipartisan consensus in the United States sup—
porting this Report? Does this strategic adjustment suggest a passive rollback of the
comprehensive containment of China? How should China respond to American econom—
ic and technological challenges? To address these questions we invited six scholars
from Beijing and Shanghai to provide in-depth analyses of the Report aiming to help
us more accurately understand the changing logic of U. S. national security strategy.
Authors: Huang Renwei Distinguished Professor at the Institute of the Belt and Road
& Global Governance Fudan University; Ren Xiao Professor Country and Area
Studies Academy Beijing Foreign Studies University; Li Wei Professor of School of
International Studies and Director of Center for American Studies Renmin University
of China; Zhao Minghao Professor and Deputy Director of Center for American Stud—
ies Fudan University; Diao Daming Professor School of International Studies
Renmin University of China; Zhou Jianming Research Fellow of Shanghai Academy of
Social Sciences.
Huang Renwei Ren Xiao Li Wei
Zhao Minghao Diao Daming and Zhou Jianming
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