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League of Nations’ Response to Jewish

Refugees in Nazi Germany (1933-1937)
DING Qiang
(School of Marxism, Changshu Institute of Technology, Changshu 215500, China)

Abstract: After coming to power, the Nazi party practiced gradual Jew—baiting policy. The exodus of Jews initiated
refugee crisis. The League of Nations reluctantly set up a Jewish refugee agency coming from Germany, but it was
not attached to the League of Nations. The High Commission for Refugees coming from Germany faced many diffi-
culties because of lack of substantial support from the League of Nations. The resignation letter of McDonald first
raised concern about the immediate reason for refugee emigration, and had an important reference for other later
refugee organizations. In a sense, the League of Nations dealing with German Jewish refugees may be regarded as
another form of appeasement.

Key words: League of Nations; Nazi Germany; Jews; refugee
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