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Migration Transition and Diversified Development Trends
of the Floating Population in China
Cheng Mengyao

Abstract: Based on the hypothesis of the mobility transition this paper discussed the striking increase
of the floating population in the Seventh National Population Census and the relationship between migration
and development. It is of great importance to understand the changing background of population migration
in China and it is necessary to understand the continuous increase trend of China’ s floating population
from the developmental diverse and structural perspective. In addition to the improvement of data quali-
ty the possible factors that lead to the 150 million increase of the floating population are more convenient
migrating conditions more diverse types of migrating directions and a higher proportion of family migrant
members. In the long run the size of China’ s huge floating population may continue to maintain and the
overall mobility of the population will appear in more and more diversified forms including the type of
flow and the population structure participating in migration. The migration transition of China’ s population
will promote the whole society into a new era of high mobility.

Key words: floating population; migration transition; urbanization; the Seventh National Population Cen—

sus
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