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Abstract From the year 1600 Vietnam began the era of “the split of the Trinh and
Nguyen Lords.” The Trinh regimes policy on the overseas Chinese was suppression and
assimilation while the Nguyen regime adopted more flexible policies such as allowing Chinese
immigrants to extend southwards and encouraging overseas trade. Emperor Gia Long inherited
the Nguyen's preferential policies for the overseas Chinese. Overseas Chinese businessmen were
willing to move to Vietnam. As a result trade between southern China and Vietnam developed.
However Emperor Minh Mang forced the Qing Chinese to become Minh Huong which was an
ethnic group in Vietnam. As the overseas Chinese assimilate into local groups their connection

with China weakened.
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