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Immigration of Jianghuai Area and the Formation and Diffusion of New

Dwellings in Taozhou in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
GAO Xiao-giang

( Institute of Northwest Historical Environment and Socio Economic Development Shaanxi Normal University Xi’ an Shaanxi 710062)

Abstract To consolidate the military strength of Taozhou an important military town in the Northwest
the rulers of the Ming Dynasty ordered a large number of immigrants from Jianghuai Area to settle down in
Taozhou. With the spread of immigrant culture the architectural form of the traditional dwellings of
quadrangle with two-storey tower in Jianghuai Area gradually evolved into the new dwellings of Taozhou-typed
courtyard of earth with two-storey flat-topped buildings by adjusting to local conditions in its localization. In
the interactions with other ethnic groups this architectural style constantly expanded to the surrounding areas
and formed a unique traditional architectural style with both regional features of Gannan and integrated features
of Chinese and Tibetan cultures.

Key words the Ming Dynasty;, immigrations of Jianghuai Area; Taozhou; architectural form of

dwelling
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