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Empire Migration and Colonial Legacy: Indian Migrants in Myanmar

FAN Hongwei, LIU Xinyao

(School of International Relations / Research School for Southeast Asian Studies, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: The issue of Indian migrants in Myanmar, arising from large—scale population movements during the “dual coloniza-
tion” by Britain and India, has significantly impacted Myanmar since the colonial era. After gaining independence in 1948 , the Bur-
mese transitioned from being colonized to becoming the country’ s rulers. However, they did not entirely dismantle the racial hierar-
chy established by the colonizers, instead selectively inheriting and adapting it. The colonial legacy concerning Indian migrants has
not been fully resolved post—independence. Instead, it has been politicized and securitized by Myanmar’ s military government,
transforming it into a tool for anti-migrant and xenophobic policies. Throughout the interactions between successive Myanmar govern-
ments and migrants, the intensity of “othering” has increased, reinforcing and institutionalizing the distinctions between “us and
them” and “inside and outside” ,which has profoundly influenced Myanmar’ s historical trajectory.

Keywords : colonial legacy, racism, Indian migrants, Myanmar—India relations
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