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The Formation of Modern Identity in the Cultural Melting Pot of Shanghai:

A Survey on the Autobiographies of Young Jewish Refugees
Gao Xiaogian

Abstract: Most of the autobiographies of Jewish refugees in Shanghai published today are those of young Jewish refugees who were minors

when they came to Shanghai, but are now the main body of Shanghai Jewish refugees all over the world. They have forged new identities in the

“cultural melting pot” of Shanghai. Shanghai experience has influenced their worldviews, values and their courses of life in different aspects. This

article focuses on the memory of Shanghai in the autobiographies of young Jewish refugees, especially on the identity transformation and identity

confusion in the process of their growth, as well as the key role played by Shanghai in the construction of the new generation of refugees’ modern

identities.
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