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Abstract: The changing Sino—US relationship is an important variable that affects the survival and
development of Chinese Americans. After the founding of the PRC, anti—communist sentiment was
prevalent in America. Viewpoints such as the “Yellow Peril” and “the Fifth Column” prompted fears by
anti-communist figures like Joseph McCarthy; many Chinese Americans suffered from such sentiments. In
the 1970s the Nixon adminisiration began to improve relations with China, which also launched its Reform
and Open—up policy. As a result, American public opinion of China gradually improved. Known as a “Model
Minority” , the Chinese community actively integrated into American society. However, with China’s rapid
development, Western countries, especially the United States, have been spreading “China threat” rumors,

which have posed great pressure on Chinese Americans. The Chinese in America are a bridge bonding
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friendly Sino-US relations, but are also victimized by the fluctuation of Sino-US relations. Through
analyzing three stages of Sino—US relations since the founding of the PRC, the authors argue that Sino—
US relations have experienced periodic changes from confrontation to normalization, from engagement and
economic interdependence to strategic competition. Such fluctuations of Sino—US relations have had a great

impact on Chinese Americans in politics, economy, technology and culture.
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