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Transformation of Australia’ s Immigration Policies since the Late 1990s

and Its Impact on the New Chinese Immigrants
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Abstract: The authors of this article provide their insights into the transformation of

Australia’ s immigration policy since the late 1990s from the traditional emphasis on family

reunion to a stress on the immigrants’ potential contributions

particularly their professional

skills to the nation. The authors argue that the driving force behind this policy change is the

guideline of economic rationalism. The article also discusses the impact of the new policy upon

the Chinese community including its growth its demographic distribution

originating areas its occupational composition and its gender ratio.
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BTFR 4 £, BEARFEXAE ANE XTI T ERI A B84BT 1B R & B KHFHITEMITMH. B
ENRIEHEL. 20 #HEE 90 F48rhEl, FTEH 457 FiFMEERIZEALH 8,000 ~9,000 A,
FEXTELEETE . {EE] 2003—2004 F£E, FIEAMFEIKE 24,316 A; 2006—2007 F£E, FHIEA
#MEEFZE 46,680 A, 2007—2008 £ B M)k 58,050 A iRIEB A THEB 3T % ( The
Working Holiday Maker Program) , O EREH ST EHMETF AR EHA. 20062007 FEKEANH
BET 134,612 NRHIGIERKE, XETETERREARNREAMOTE. “ 1o, BT
FARARIEHBEZIENEIGRBEMNTEMNMEAHE HREERK. FNUMLE, 2005 FLLK,
ATEBMBEGIMEARANA, BT LB FFERR T G NIEZIE R Ak B EIERIES,
PR TH M B ERLEZRERMITHKRANERE EHERITRIAZEROIZEMNEREAFESESE, M
M ABMBSEINT T EET — S MIEENER.

(Z) BERBREFEGH hteE L

EZFEBUHENESET, UHIaERkASME, 20 HEKRIUK, BRAEBREKRHITT
—RIGEHETE, EFERITLHRERABRRMNETREER, RAREMERE R E
X, ARRAEMEZEEERNETEN, XEFSEAXMIBREFREREMETFRABE,
HEZZWERAFEBREHWHNTL. MEZA, EFRABREEIMER, MU 1993—199%4
FEAG, YEFABRNAENBEREEHNN 2. 1%. HEZRF, 20002001 FEHFABER
ELBIBNIE & 47. 4%, 2002—2003 & EH 54.77%, 2005—2006 FEEMEE 61.97% . ¥ x5
MEZEMELE, ABXRKNZA. &M, BFEHEIAA K20 L0 FRAPHHUEK, KEBR
FEANEBRITNAHEMRBERFABREAEAEBRER, X—HTE2RAFNIEBLRIE
HTUP—IEEAE Y XERE, 23T EEANNE, BANITIBREEINT S
HHEE, ERT—MUEABREZEAIZOHNFIBRBELRR. 2K, BEIZBFXITX
—BRERAZH#ATTHREREE, UEBRHRMENRENEFEREESSTHNATIHE K,
M VPMAIFEARBRES, KEEENMEIHEREBRES, R MNEAMBELRVIR,
BRMEBFBMAASIHFE “EBUBRMIL” ( Enterprise Migration Agreements) 1 “MRX#B R
%" ( Regional Migration Agreements); BUER D MIREE, SINFHHEABRERERSE
( SkillSelect) ; MMEMAUBRER, URSIFEELRHME, F%. XESM20 HEKREK
EHERN. EEFEHENESETHHFBRERERZHERBE, MMmA 21 HEMLIK
BNEFHBEE RS EEREE T EBXMANTIREEA.

WA TR RERAER, EHEIRABRBEARNERERNEN, tEGSERELEKBT
M JEM . BT SEIMNEAERCMTS REEARIRIEK, MM{E 21 LK) LSRR M R AT X KR &
BREXHER. RYEN. BSIREEMESHEL, BN TETXUESBIEHNER. MEAD
BN ETXUHSHMEENR, BREKROBENEAFBRF=ETEAZMW. ETERIANT.

(—) HFAFHBRBESHERIIEK

20 22 90 FERATHH, RRMEFHERE HRRKBEEEEBRITL, BEEAFBR

O fEX—BEREEZITK, ZTKLF 19 TERHNERA (FIRE 18 ~30 $Z0E) AIAERMET
fERE, RKARA 1 F. JEFABRBIGHNRRTEFRG TRMNEHITHRIRATEMHZER, bR
Bl HRiEER. BIREE. 200602007 FETEBRBBEHLRIETHESET 6.9 AR IENEIEER, £
ABRAFTEBE T8 2ANTIERM. SEMEITEEMNMERCER) EZEKMN, EREaFENEX. BX. HE
MHEEEEFERSMK.
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1990—1991 2 1993—1994 6 963 . 1995—1997

3 1994
1989 6 20 1.9
9 500 8 000 .
- 1999 .
2000—2001 16 358
2003—2004 16 789 2004—2005
19 911  2007—2008 24 211 2006—2007
25 139 .
2011—2012 30 174 ( 1) .
122% . 1996 16.5 2011 48.5 .
193.7% . @
(=) BAFHBERIER RBHREEEREA
20 80 90 .
. 20 90
. 1994—1995 42.6% 1995—1997
1997—1998 51.1%
1998—1999 64.3%  2002—2003 75.1%  2007—2008 87.6% 2009—
2010 90. 6% .
2009—2010
9.2% ( 1) . 21

(Z) BABRWERLEAS

20 70
1990—1991 v 1991—1992 89.7%  86.4% -
1992—1993 61.0% 1995—1996 33.7%
( 2A) .
o 2000—2001 53.8%; 2001—2002 58.7%;
2002—2003 61.9%; 2003—2004 65.2%; 2004—2005 66.4% ; 2005—2006
71.9% ( 2B) @ 0
@ Historical Migration Statistics ( Department of Immigration and Civilization Australian
Government Released April 2013) “Settler arrivals 1975 — 76 to 1994 - 95" | “Settler arrivals 1995 - 96" |
“Permanent additions 1996 - 97 to 2011 - 12” N o
@ 2002 “Australian Immigration Consolidated Statistics Number21
1999 —2000” 2013 “Historical Migration Statistics” o
o 1996—2000
. 2013 “Historical Migration Statistics” 2002
“Australian Immigration Consolidated Statistics Number21 1999 —2000”
20 90
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1 1990—2012

1990—1991 3256 13541 3491 256 20544 15. 8% 82.9% 121688
1991—1992 3388 12913 3172 240 19713 17.2% 81. 6% 107391
1992—1993 3046 6520 1434 140 11140 27.3% 71.4% 76330
1993—199%4 2740 3333 785 105 6963 39. 4% 59.1% 69768
1994—1995 3708 4135 794 68 8705 42. 6% 56. 6% 87428
1995—1996| 11247 4361 1638 124 17370 64. 7% 34.5% 99139
1996—1997 9945 4191 2354 113 16603 59.9% 39. 4% 104551
1997—1998 5453 3445 1704 69 10671 51.1% 48.3% 94198
1998—1999 7307 2251 1724 78 11360 64.3% 35.0% 101016
1999—2000 9659 1729 1857 55 13300 72. 6% 27.0% 111310
2000—2001| 11496 1893 2930 39 16358 70.3% 29.5% 131162
2001—2002 9888 1511 2140 53 13592 72. 7% 26.9% 121174
2002—2003| 10033 1741 1540 38 13352 75.1% 24.6% 125862
2003—2004| 13316 2070 1344 59 16789 79.3% 20.3% 149992
2004—2005| 15997 2534 1321 59 19911 80.3% 19. 4% 167319
2005—2006, 18084 2162 1226 54 21526 84. 0% 15. 7% 179807
2006—2007| 21820 2101 1165 53 25139 86. 8% 13. 0% 191907
2007—2008| 21208 1784 1173 46 24211 87. 6% 12.2% 205940
2008—2009| 23692 1587 1012 47 26338 90. 0% 9.9% 224619
2009—2010] 25366 1541 1040 44 27991 90. 6% 9.2% 208921
2010—2011| 29397 1967 1012 63 32439 90. 6% 9.2% 213409
2011—2012| 26747 2027 1352 48 30174 88. 6% 11.2% 245271

Australian Government Historical Migration Statistics

“Permanent additions

1996 - 97 to 2011 - 127

in Department of Immigration and Civilization

Released April 2013.

Immigration Consolidated Statistics

Humanitarian Visas Offshore”

(79)
1972

Number21

1999 - 2000,

o

2 (A)  1990—2000
1990—1991 2162 18786 1 20949 89.7%
1991—1992 2226 14195 2 16423 86. 4%
1992—1993 3192 5008 7 8207 61.0%
1993—1994 2926 4224 8 7158 59.0%
1994—1995 3879 4447 7 8333 53.4%
1995—1996 11478 5831 9 17318 33.7%
1996—1997 5542 7018 3 12563 55.9%
1997—1998 3141 5976 0 9117 65.5%
1998—1999 3653 4959 0 8612 57. 6%
1999—2000 3455 4341 0 7796 55.7%
Department of Immigration& Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs Australia Government Australian

“Persons Granted Migration and
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o

1996

51.9% 2001 53.3% 2006 54.8% 2011 55.6% -
. 1996 51.2%; 2001 51.5%; 2006
51.9% 2011 52.3% . 1996 55.2%
2011 57.6% ( 3) .
. 46
2 (B) 19962012

1996—1997 6409 6607 40 13056 50. 6%
1997—1998 3925 6065 19 10009 60. 6%
1998—1999 4594 5241 35 9870 53.1%
1999—2000 4325 4525 2015 10865 41.6%
2000—2001 3699 6300 1709 11708 53.8%
2001—2002 4326 7178 715 12219 58.7%
2002—2003 4698 8103 293 13094 61.9%
2003—2004 5685 11097 232 17014 65.2%
2004—2005 5753 11507 62 17322 66. 4%
2005—2006 5943 15321 30 21294 71.9%
2006—2007 7040 16881 4 23925 70. 6%
2007—2008 7077 16871 23957 70. 4%
2008—2009 9062 15220 5 24287 62.7%
2009—2010 11207 15390 48 26645 57.8%
20102011 9976 21474 32 31482 68.2%
2011—2012 10716 16523 50 27289 60. 5%

1996 — 97 to 2011 - 12”7
Released April 2013.

“Migration Program outcome by stream and citizenship in Department of
Immigration and Civilization Australian Government Historical Migration Statistics

o

(&) AFHHRIR 5 HAE ST
21 N N N N
N - 2001 N
200 191 1996 18.7% N
N N N 19 394 1996 9.4% .
2006 o N
255 769 27.8%:; 29 543
52.3% . 2011 344 633
34.7%; 51 689 75.0% (

4) .
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1991 41310 36572 77882 53.0% 47.0% 113.0%
1996 53429 57580 111009 48. 1% 51.9% 92. 8%
2001 66617 76163 142780 46. 7% 53.3% 87.5%
2006 93279 113310 206589 45.2% 54. 8% 82.3%
2011 141595 177375 318970 44. 4% 55. 6% 79. 8%
1991 28263 29245 57508 49. 1% 50. 9% 96. 6%
1996 33414 35016 68430 48. 8% 51.2% 95. 4%
2001 32533 34589 67122 48.5% 51.5% 94. 1%
2006 34532 37270 71802 48. 1% 51.9% 92.7%
2011 35778 39177 74955 47.7% 52.3% 91.3%
1991 5667 6898 12565 45. 1% 54.9% 82.2%
1996 8751 10796 19547 44. 8% 55.2% 81.1%
2001 10153 12265 22418 45.3% 54. 7% 82.8%
2006 10700 13669 24369 43.9% 56. 1% 78.3%
2011 12128 16498 28626 42.49% 57. 6% 73.5%
: 2006 Census of Population and Housing Expanded Community Profile
“X01 Country of Birth of Person (a) by Age by Sex” 2011 Census of Population and Housing Expanded
Community Profile “X01 Country of Birth of Person (a) by Age by Sex” 2001 Census of
Population and Housing Time Series Profile “T0O7 Birthplace ( Countries) by Sex”
o http:  //www. abs. gov. au/.
4
1991 76207 34642 11564 6647 4499 2657 461 729
1996 106330 45777 16548 8371 5270 3011 481 590
2001 125570 55562 19059 9332 5695 3258 533 576
2006 153703 76304 25762 12500 10528 5053 928 534
2011 193903 113829 36901 21647 18866 8342 1709 1125
1991 81044 36118 14949 6980 4674 2657 723 810
1996 111514 47262 21373 8963 5457 3012 750 647
2001 130812 57160 24054 9701 5891 3258 776 660
2006 160451 78804 32413 13003 11064 5065 1348 607
2011 203286 117785 46666 23171 19610 8342 2365 1331
o (‘hup: //

www. abs. gov. au/) .

() BAFHREAABDAHL
20 90 1996—1997 16 603
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2039 12.3% . 1997—1998 2.1%
2361 322 .
. 1998—1999
3344 ; 1999—2000 4085 ; 2000—2001 4891
2001—2002 4939 ; 2002—2003 4658 .
. 2003—2004 6000 6126 ; 2005—2006
7165 ; 2008—2009 8174 ; 20102011 9492
. 1998
30% ( 5) .
( ) o
30% .Y
5

1996—1997 798 955 25 261 2039 16603 12. 3%
1997—1998 1054 1023 23 261 2361 10671 22.1%
1998—1999 1427 1375 26 516 3344 11360 29.4%
1999—2000 1802 1585 35 663 4085 13300 30. 7%
2000—2001 2430 1725 32 704 4891 16358 29.9%
2001—2002 2424 1743 23 749 4939 13592 36.3%
2002—2003 2129 1735 31 763 4658 13352 34.9%
2003—2004 3126 2025 23 952 6126 16789 36. 5%
2004—2005 3736 2077 27 958 6798 19911 34. 1%
2005—2006 3843 2291 31 1000 7165 21526 33.3%
2006—2007 3962 2138 29 951 7080 25139 28.2%
2007—2008 4480 2211 37 1006 7734 24211 31.9%
2008—2009 4999 2196 37 942 8174 26338 31.0%
2009—2010 5550 2407 39 1012 9008 27991 32.2%
2010—2011 5796 2669 36 991 9492 32439 29.3%

Emigration 2010 — 11 Australia Published by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship

Emigration 2006 — 07 Australia  published by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship 2007,

http:  //www. abs. gov. au/.
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