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An Analysis of Italian Ethnic Groupsand Their Ethnic Categorization
from the Theory Perspective of Cultural Relativism

Tommaso Previato
(Minzu University of China, Beijing, 100081, China)

Abstract : Cultural minorities have become a very hot issuein Italy in relatively recent times.
The complex history of Europe and adjacent regions was one of the most important factorsin-
fluencing the relationship between different ethnic groups and the settlement of these cultural
minorities on the country. In the early twentieth century the dozens of maor migrations had
profoundly altered the course of European History over the millennia. The people of European
countries had been affected by some of these migrations. The most incisvefactors were thein-
fluence of these newcomersover the national culture challenging to define and adjust its crite-
riafor ethnic identification, and the impact on local communities socio - cultural context.
This paper attempts to take Boas' approach of Cultural Relativism as the focus point to anar
lyze the ethnic categorization of historical minorities and* new minorities’ in modern Italy , and
to examine the identification process lead by the underlying political action of some powerf ul
lobbies. It will also provide an overview on recent immigration phenomena, entailing its demo-
graphic, social and cultural aspects.

Key words: historiciinguistic minorities; new minorities; nor-model of integration; cultural
relativism; decisorn-making process; immigration law
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