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Abstract: Using the first—hand materials and other documents while visiting Cambodia, this paper
explores the changing feature of overseas Chinese in Cambodia since the peaceful reunification in 1991.
The population of overseas Chinese in Cambodia has grown steadily, their economic strength has rapidly
increased, and they have played a pivotal role in various types of occupations in Cambodia. In addition, this
study shows that the social structure, supported by community organizations, Chinese language education
and Chinese media, has been maintained and reorganized. However, the politics participation of overseas
Chinese Cambodian indicates sensitivity and complexity. The study argues that it is vital to avoid the
various risks that may arise in Cambodia. Furthermore it is imperative to promote a steady development
of Sino—Cambodian relations and to ensure the fruitful results of the Belt and Road implementation.
Therefore, we should give full play to the important role of overseas Chinese communities in the political,

economic and trade relations and cultural exchanges between China and Cambodia. Drawing lessons from
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the experiences and obstacles of the previous investment projects, this development between China and
Cambodia will increase the transparency of investment in Cambodia and win the understanding and support
of the local people through carrying out positive publicity on Chinese and even the Cambodian media and

reducing resistance.
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