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Environmental Refugees or Environmental Migration: Research on the

title and definitions of environmental migration home and abroard

Guo Jianping & Shi Guoging

Abstract: The global warming caused by human behavior will bring some sudden or irreversible ef

fects, including environmental migration for droughts, floods, desertification and rising sea levels. More

and more attention and concern were put on the migration phenomenon caused by environmental changes.

However, many of the problems on migration caused by environment have not yet reached a consensus,

especially in the title and definitions. Based on literatures, and combined with Chinese environmental mi-

gration practices, such problems were summarized and reviewed in the article. The article raised that

“environmental migration” should be used as the jargon of the former “environmental refugees”, when

studying environment and migration issue, “environmental migration” category should be further broken

down, and the deference among “ environmental migration” , “ ecological migration”, “ immigration disas-

1

ter”, “resettlement” should be distinct.

Key words: environmental refugees; environmental migration; ecological migration



