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Abstract: This article outlines the history and current status of overseas Chinese in Latin
America. It discusses the background of why Chinese immigrants moved to Latin America and
the Carrribean area, introduces their hard experiences of making a living and accomplishments
in economic development and political participations. The author believes that the overseas
Chinese in Latin America have been playing an important role in Sino-Latin American economic
cooperation and promoting Chinese culture abroad. For example, the elite businessman could
act as coordinator between Chinese and Latin American trade and business. The Chinese—
language media in Latin America plays an important role in promoting Chinese culture,
spreading news from China and information on Chinese overseas. The author points out that
Macao is the transit for Chinese laborers to go to Latin America; therefore, the city should take

advantage of its important role in connecting overseas Chinese in Latin America with China.
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