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The Policy of Recruitment and Reclamation and Immigration
in Hanzhong Region in Early and Middle Qing Dynasty

ZHENG Na-na XU Jia-jun

(School of Public Administration, Hohai University, Nanjing 211100)

Abstract: In the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties, wars and famines caused economic decline and
large number of displaced persons in the southern Shaanxi. In order to appease the displaced, guarantee taxes
and safeguard feudal rule, the Qing government vigorously pursued the policy of recruiting people to recla-
mation. The government has attracted a large number of Huguang immigrants to all parts of southern
Shaanxi through preferential conditions such as tax relief and attachment placement, forming a wave of im-
migrants "Huguang fill the southern Shaanxi province". Hanzhong is an important area for immigrants to
move in, and the migration of large numbers of immigrants has brought abundant labor resources to the re-
gion, as well as advanced production and irrigation technology, and promoted the development of Hanzhong
region agricultural production and the formation of three-dimensional agriculture in Qinba Mountain area.
However, the extensive farming methods of migrant slash-and-burn also bring about a series of problems
such as barren cultivated land, serious soil erosion, frequent geological disasters and unbalanced ecological
environment, resulting in agricultural crisis.

Key words: early and middle Qing Dynasty; recruitment and reclamation; immigration; Hanzhong re-
gion; agricultural development
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