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The Speedy Ageing Population:
Severe Challenges for Social Endowment Services in China

Song Quancheng
( School of Philosophy and Social Development of Shandong University Jinan Shandong 250100)

Abstract: The speedy population aging in China has become a distinctive feature different from that in the
Western countries. Specifically the scale of the ageing expands rapidly. The proportion of the old rises fast.
The totally disabled and half disabled old population increases hastily. And the population ageing is on the fast
traffic lane. The large speedy ageing population and the small families resulting from the implementation of the
one — child policy and the declining fertility due to economic and social development eventually lead to the end
of traditional pension mode in China. Social endowment problem has become the most serious realistic one for
the government and the whole society. Chinese government has passed and implemented some social policies
aiming at setting up a social endowment service system which is family — based and community — backed and
institutions — supported. However these objectives cannot be achieved in short term due to the short period
construction the inadequate social pension funds the unfulfilled social endowment practice the absent multi—
ple endowment principals the poor service quality and the shortage of social pension professionals. As a re—
sult the rapid population aging has posed an increasing challenge for social endowment services in China.

Key words: Speedy population aging; Traditional pension model; Family endowment; Community endow—
ment; Social endowment services
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