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Understanding China$ ''Foreign — nationality Brides"

in the Framework of Transnational Migration Theory
SHEN Hai - mei

( Yunnan Provincial Institute for Ethnic Studies Yunnan University of Nationalities Kunming 650500 Yunnan China)

Abstract: As an increasing number of so — called " foreign — nationality brides" are married into China the
phrase " foreign — nationality brides" can be seen in dozens of media and news reports. However several fre—
quently — used concepts in academic field such as " cross — border mobile population” and " foreign mobile popu—
lation"  including "foreign — nationality brides" cannot offer an accurate description of the situations of those
women who are married into China and already settle down thereafter. Researchers regard such phenomena as
the females transnational mobility or cross — border marriage making it impossible to analyse accurately the
facts that those women in transnational marriages have immigrated and become permanent residence in China.
The author presumes that the understanding of Chinas " foreign — nationality brides" can be done in the frame—
work of transnational migration theory because all so — called foreign — nationality brides already have the very
basic elements needed to be considered in the definition of international migrants. They are a normal group of
transnational female immigrants and have much in common with all the other mobile population who immigrate
across countries throughout the world. Owing to the fact that female marriage immigrants from Asian countries
have great difficulty obtaining legal identity in China due to the lack of relevant immigration laws and policies
they have to strand in China and become the real irregular migrants.
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